ALFRED NOBEL'S YOUTH
received a similar report the following year, except that his
conduct was marked B ; a very creditable report in any case—
he may have spoken in class, or been late. The reports seem
to have been thought out quite meticulously, as a boy in
the same class was awarded A for general intelligence, C for
industry, and D for conduct, while Ludwig was marked B, BC
and AB.
The two terms at Jacobs' were Alfred's sole experience of
school, there being probably no Swedish school at Petersburg,
where the three boys, who had reached approximately the same
standard, were taught by a private tutor. It is not possible to
ascertain who their tutor was, but it is probable that they had
a Swedish tutor until the boys knew enough Russian; then,
according to Dr. Emanuel Nobel's statement, a Russian was
engaged, who must have been an exceptionally fine master, for
his three pupils all became highly educated men, not merely
engineers with a scientific training, but men with a knowledge
and understanding of the humanities. In a letter written in
September, 1848, when Alfred was nearly fifteen years old, their
father endeavoured to give a description of his sons: " It would
seem," he wrote, " that Providence has endeavoured to make tip
to the one any gifts which he has withheld from the others. In
iny opinion Ludwig has the most genius, Alfred the most industry,
and Robert the most courage in speculation, combined with
a pertinacity which amazed me last winter." This description
was perhaps not entirely in accordance with the facts, for Alfred
certainly had not merely the greatest capacity for work, he was
also the greatest genius of the three. But fundamentally they
all three had the qualities enumerated by their father, and, they
all three became important men. Although Robert was already
nineteen years old at the time, the three brothers carried on with
their joint studies under the tutor, from which we may infer that
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